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August continued to be very dry across the West. Some )
areas’ deficits improved over the last 2 weeks, but coverage
| EEan W Fir—3 wasn’t widespread or sustained. Parts of W TX, S NV, CA,
oo - i v SW OR, & C/N WA haven’t seen precip in over 2 months.
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Drought Outlook

Persisting drought entrenched
over much of the West, now
also including parts of the
Upper Midwest & High Plains.

Drought expected to improve
or cease in C TX & New Eng.

Drought persists in Hawaii.

U.S. Monthly Drought Outlook Valid for August 2020

fa
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released July 31, 2020
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NOAA/NWS/NCEP/Climate Prediction Center

U.S. Monthly Drought Outlook
ht Tendency During the Valid Period

09/01/2020

Valid for September 2020
Released August 31, 2020

‘. Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range

-4 statistical and dynamical forecasts.
~7) Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing” drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought M onitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (D0 or none).

. Drought persists

Drought remains but improves
Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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Source: NWS, Climate Prediction Center.
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http://www.wfas.net/index.php/keetch-byram-index-moisture--drought-49
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100-Hr Fuel Moisture
Across the West, conditions
brought favorable change to fuel
moisture in larger dead fuels, but
the trend will reverse with the
impending return to a long period
of hot, dry weather.

Critically dry fuels will expand
beyond GB to again include large
parts of RM, SW, CA, & NW.
Impact in NR is less certain.

Obs. 100-Hour FM:  23-Aug-20

Obs. 100-Hour FM: 31-Aug-20
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Source: Wildland Fire Assessment System (WFAS).
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1000-Hr Fuel Moisture

Heavy dead fuel moisture shows
why transition to off-peak fire
danger is delayed throughout
most of the West. Except for far
PNW, almost all areas are < 10%
& expected to trend down again.

Obs. 1000-Hour FM: 31-Aug—20

1000-hr fuels in S GB & CO West
Slope remain at record low levels;

saw negligible improvement.

Obs. 1000-Hour FM:  23-Aug-20
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Milder conditions in the western
US over the past week helped
improve ERC in many areas,

especially SW, RM, N GB, & NR.

Abnormally high ERC persisted
across most of S GB, and the
short period of static/improved
ERC in NW & CA has ended.
Across the West, fire danger to
increase under a hot, dry
pattern.

C/W TX remained elevated, but
is finally expected to see some
relief in the coming days.

One Week Ago

Energy Release Component
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Source: Wildland Fire Assessment System (WFAS).
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Bl (FBP Class 5) denotes critical
conditions, due to elevated ERC
combined with very high winds
and lower RHSs, could result in
challenging IA for any new fire
starts in the High Plains today.

Tomorrow will see similar critical
conditions, but expanded to the
west and south. Existing fires in
ID, MT, & WY (poss. even OR &
WA) will have control lines tested

and surely be busy with any
point protection efforts.

Tomorrow’s Bl

_ 09/01/2020
Burning Index
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Source: Wildland Fire Assessment System (WFAS).
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Fuels and Fire Behavior Advisory 09/01/2020

H Fuels and Fire Behavior Advisory — Updated August 27, 2020
E/S NV, W UT, AZ St Il p ; Eastern atr.1d ;outhern Nevada i%lto U'tah and theiz strip

August 27 September 10%, 2020

ire, RECORD low 101

'RECORD ERC's and 1000-hr Fuel

Revalidated on 8/27, as conditions and affected
area remain unchanged from prior issuance.

» Critically dry live and dead fuel moisture
* Record low 100-hr & 1000-hr dead fuels
« Abnormally dry shrub fuels (e.g. sagebrush <60%)
+ Heavy fine fuel loading (200%+); carry-over fuels
« Continuous fuel bed
* Rapid ROS & spotting
* Ineffective fuel breaks, including burn scars
* Reduced retardant effectiveness
« Active burning at night
* Heat retention in large fuels & duff up to 20 days after
ignition



http://www.wfas.net/index.php/keetch-byram-index-moisture--drought-49
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/fuels_fire-danger/Southwest%20Area%20Region%20Fuels%20and%20Fire%20Behavior%20Advisory.pdf
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/fuels_fire-danger/Fuels_Fire_Behavior_Advisory_NV_UT.pdf

Significant Fire Potential Outlook S TR EAN Uk
New 4-month Outlook has been issued.

Recent (& current — e.g. RM, SW) improvements to fire
danger conditions in the West will not be sustained.
Most of September will be relatively hot & dry. Fire
danger will remain elevated, possibly worsen.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
September 2020

Fire season will be abnormally long, extending
into September, for large parts of SW, RM, &
GB. Potential that has been building steadily
in NW will keep fire potential high in SW OR &
east of the Cascades.

CA continues to anticipate a busy fall season

(note HI too). Activity could be widespread

across SA in October and beyond.
09/01/2020
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Fuels & Fire Danger Summary 09012020

 Main threat:

« RM & SW: Brief resurgence of monsoonal moisture fell short of providing the
hoped-for pivot to more typical (lesser) late summer fire potential.

* NR: Outlook is less certain than the other GAs. Cool, possibly wet, weather
In early Sept might provide enough slowing to keep fire potential from rising
to above normal levels. Day length becoming a (positive) factor.

« NW & CA: Expect fire danger to resume (CA) or elevate (NW) to abnormally
high levels. Fortunately, no significant lightning events are expected.

« Unlike normal seasonal transitions that occur in several areas around this
time of year, significant fire potential will persist in all western Geographic
Areas (except AK, poss. NR) until mid-September and possibly beyond.



9 GEOGRAPHIC AREAS & 10 COORDINATION CENTERS

Alaska Area (AK)
California Area (CA)
North Ops (NOps, ONC)
South Ops (SOps, OSC)
Eastern Area (EA)
Great Basin Area (GB)
Northern Rockies Area (NR)
Northwest Area (NW)
Rocky Mountain Area (RM)
Southern Area (SA)
Southwest Area (SW)
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Comments or questions?

Please contact
Steve Larrabee at
steven.larrabee@bia.gov
or your local servicing
Predictive Services Staff
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